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WELCOME 

TO YOUR 

PARISH      

L IBRARY!      

   

 Located 

through the 

double glass 

doors in the 

main vestibule 

of the church 

 The library is 

open for all 

masses. 

 Find detailed 

check-out     

instructions 

posted on the 

wall.  

 Materials may 

be borrowed for 

three weeks 

 Donations of 

edifying         

materials in 

good condition 

are appreciated 

—  just drop 

them off in the 

library! 

After this Life by Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R. (Catholicism/Catechesis) 

     After This Life: What  Catho-

lics Believe About What Hap-

pens Next is a relatively short 

book but presents the reader 

with an amazing amount of 

information.  While dealing 

with the issue of mortality, Fr. 

Groeschel manages to explain 

how consoling and uplifting 

the truths surrounding death, 

judgment, Hell, Purgatory, and 

Heaven really are.  

     During his many years of 

counseling, Fr. Groeschel be-

came aware of people’s fear 

and anxiety when confronted 

with the subject of mortality 

and what happens after death.  

He also realizes that we are 

presently living in a death-

denying society and people 

can be negatively influenced by 

this attitude.   

     Fr. Groeschel often quotes 

St. Augustine’s beliefs and 

writings when explaining and 

discussing the ―five mysteries‖ 

– death, judgment, Hell, Pur-

gatory, and Heaven.  Each of 

the mysteries is addressed in 

separate chapters. He realizes 

that these concepts are diffi-

cult to understand and he 

intends in this book to ad-

dress what we think and feel 

about them, as we make our 

way in life toward them. Fr. 

Groeschel offers us the op-

portunity to think clearly 

about our death in order to 

live fully in God’s grace today.   

     Fr. Benedict J. Groeschel, 

C.F.R. is an internationally 

known lecturer and retreat 

master.  He is also the author 

of many popular books. 

          Reviewed by Pat Dalcher 

 

   This is a wonderful book, 

one to cheer the heart in the 

midst of so much bad news 

about distant wars and nearby 

gang wars with murders, drug 

dealing, etc. Father Gregory—

his ―clients‖ call him G—

writes in an amusing and light 

hearted manner about his 

ministry in East L.A., the 

Dolores Mission barrio, with 

the gangs of outcast boys and 

girls who sell themselves and 

drugs, and ―do‖ drugs, drifting 

and fighting, mostly unem-

ployed and homeless. He finds 

jobs for those who want 

them, and has founded Home-

boy Industries: Homeboy Bak-

ery; Homeboy Silkscreening; 

and for girls, the Homegirl 

Café, ―where women with 

records, young ladies from 

rival gangs, waitresses with 

attitude will gladly take your 

orders.‖ 

   Los Angeles County claims 

1,100 gangs with nearly 86,000 

members. Many of these 

come to Fr. G when they are 

ready to ―hang up their 

gloves.‖ 

   It is absolutely spell-binding 

to feel the amount of empathy 

and compassion it takes to 

minister to these lost children, 

as only Jesus and those with 

His help can do. The image of 

tattoos on the heart is a re-

minder of the biblical 

―circumcision of the heart‖, as 

against the literal rite of cir-

cumcision. Fr. G offers these 

young people the opportunity 

to remove their tattoos, in an 

effort to make them employ-

able, and less outcast in a lar-

ger society which is hostile to 

gangs. His main goal is to 

make these souls, who feel 

useless and worthless, to feel 

worthwhile, and that they, 

too, are Somebody. 

         Reviewed by Clare Dinno 

Fr. Gregory Boyle will be speaking at Resurrection Church in Aptos on April 8 at 

7:00 pm (book-signing beforehand at 6 pm) and on April 9 at 1:00 pm, followed by 

a group discussion about how to assist gang-involved youth  in our communities.  
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Are any of these 

missing library 

materials hiding 

on your shelves 

at home ?    

Heightened Consciousness by David Granfield (Spirituality) 

Clowns of God by Morris West (Fiction) 

   The Clowns of God is the 

second book in a Vatican Tril-

ogy written by Morris West. 

The film version of the first 

book, The Shoes of the Fisher-

man, was reviewed in Decem-

ber. 

   The setting of The Clowns of 

God is during the late twenti-

eth century, when the U.S. 

and Russia were perilously 

close to an all-out nuclear 

war.  There had been a crop 

failure in Russia, and interna-

tional terrorist groups were a 

significant threat for Western 

Europe and the United States. 

   The main narrative of the 

novel revolves around Jean-

Marie Barette, the fictionalized 

Pope during this period of 

time.  While serving as Pope, 

Jean-Marie experienced a di-

vine vision that the world 

would soon be destroyed by 

war.  When he related his 

vision to others in the Vatican, 

he encountered strong disbe-

lief.  The Vatican hierarchy 

feared that he was mentally ill, 

and as a result, he was co-

erced into resigning his posi-

tion as Pope and was retired 

to a monastery.  All of this 

happened two days before his 

65th birthday. 

   Jean-Marie did not remain at 

the monastery for a long pe-

riod of time.  After leaving the 

monastery, he began using his 

network of friends and pow-

erful acquaintances around the 

world to try to stop what he 

believed was the coming of a 

nuclear Armageddon.  This 

course of action placed him 

and his friends in personal 

danger.   

   The book is superbly writ-

ten and a true page-turner. 

Morris usually chooses to 

write about what he is familiar 

with, and therein lies his 

strength.  His books are re-

searched and developed to 

the point of making the char-

acters and situations believ-

able. The book will be espe-

cially enjoyed by anyone inter-

ested in philosophical and 

spiritual ideas. 

   Morris West was born in 

Melbourne in1916.  He was a 

member of the Christian 

Brothers but left the order 

after twelve years.  For a 

while, he remained in Mel-

bourne and worked for ra-

dio.  He left Australia in 1945 

to further his career as a 

writer.  In 1980, he returned 

and wrote over 30 novels and 

plays.  Several of his novels 

were converted to film.  He 

died in 1999, while working at 

his desk.                   

           Reviewed by Pat Dalcher  

to come to our assistance, but 

we, due to many obstacles of 

genetic disposition, or acci-

dents of environment and 

events, are not always open to 

grace. Our openness and un-

derstanding is mediated 

through our physical being, 

and differentiated by our indi-

viduality. Therefore, our ca-

pacity for loving attention to 

God’s grace differs from one 

to another. Everything de-

pends on God, and upon our 

willingness to love and to re-

ceive love. 

   The premise of this excel-

lent book is that everyone has 

an innate desire for God and 

for heightened consciousness. 

This assumption includes the 

idea that mysticism is not just 

for a special few saintly indi-

viduals, but for everyone; we 

are all capax dei—capable of 

knowing God. However, this 

capability requires the help of 

the Holy Spirit, and our own 

cooperation with the Holy 

Spirit. We know from revela-

tion, and from our own ex-

perience, that the Holy Spirit 

is always present and willing 

    T H E  B O O K  R E V I E W E R  

Books: 
 

The Virgin Mary 
 

Gandhi the Man 
 

 

Audio Tapes: 
 

Fr. Tom Allender 

presentations 

 

DVDs: 
 

Life is Beautiful 

The Mission 

 
 

 

   Fr. Granfield, a Benedictine 

monk, describes various kata-

phatic (experiencing God 

through nature and other sen-

sory means) and apophatic 

(experiencing God through 

the deprivation of the senses, 

in silence, fasting, etc.) tech-

niques, but always being led by 

grace: 

    “Leave God to work in you. 

Let Him do it and do not be 

upset over whether He is work-

ing with nature or above nature, 

for nature and grace are both 

His.” 

       Reviewed by Clare Dinno 

 

 


