
December 31, 2017 

219 Bean Avenue  •  Los Gatos, California  95030  •  408.354.3726  •  fx 408.354.9302  •  www.stmaryslg.org

Welcome to St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
For more detailed information about what is happening now and in the future at St. Mary go to our online calendar on our website 

or on the computer in the parish office.   Registration Forms can be found online, in the vestibule of the church or in the Parish Office.

The holy Family oF Jesus, mary, anD Joseph

This Week...
www.stmaryslg.org/#calendar

Sun.
Dec. 
31

New Year’s Eve 
Sunday Mass 7:30, 9 and 11:15a, 5pm 
Youth Choir Practice 4 p
Malankara Night Vigil & New Year  
Holy Mass 7:30 p (Hofman)

Mon.
Jan. 1

mary, The holy moTher oF GoD 
new year’s Day 
parish oFFice closeD 

Tue.
Jan. 2

Small Christian Community 6:30 a  
Women’s Spirituality Group 8 a 
Red Cross Blood Drive 9:30a 
Prayer Group meeting 10 a 
Centering Prayer 7 p

Wed.
Jan. 3

Organ Practice 4:30 p

Thu.
Jan. 4

Centering Prayer 3:30 p
SMS Men’s Club 5p

Fri.
Jan. 
5

Men’s Faith Sharing 6:30 a                        
Bible Study 8 a     
Adoration/Divine Mercy  3 p  

Sat.
Jan. 6

2nD  collecTion sT. mary school supporT 
Reconciliation 3:30 p 

Sun.
Jan. 7

2nD  collecTion sT. mary school supporT 
Coffee & Donuts after all AM masses 
Elementary Faith Formation 9 & 11:15 a 
Playways  9 a 
Malankara Mass 1p

 
mass Times 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am        
Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm         

Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 5 pm
  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays      
Rosary prayed after 7:30am daily mass

Donations for the beautiful Christmas flowers 
were lovingly made

in memory of the names listed

2017 Christmas Flowers

Edwin Abate
Maxwell Bardeen III
Chip Bissell
Ethelyn  Brekken
John & Lillian Brennan
Ann & Bill  Bride
Tim & Mai Clifford
Kitty & Josie Clifford
Luigi Contini
Phil & Sara Cuccia
The Foley Family
Dr. Joseph Giansiracusa
Salvatore & Cecilia  Giansiracusa
Dr. F & Dr. B Giansiracusa
Vern, Mary & Pam Glidden
Rose Gros de Mange
E. Richard Gros de Mange
Douglas Hague
Bob  Harden
Norman Hardy
Edna Hickey
Patrick Hickey
Janet & Larry Higgins
James L. Higgins
Madelaine & John  Higgins
Andre & Alice  Hoen
Luciano & Daniela Iacomini
The Kolodinsky Family
William T. Marr
Laura J. Marr
The Miller Family
Ines & Romano Montanari
William F. O'Connell
Delphone & William O'Connell

William O'Connell
John & Elizabeth O'Keeffe
Nancy Ottoboni
Pierina Ottoboni
Bart Ottoboni
Elmo & Ernesta  Pardini
Lynn Pardini
Sr. Delores Marie Pardini, SND
Katherine  Pereira
Raymond Pezino
Yvette Pezino
Josephine Popkey
Wanda Seegmiller
Charles & Marine Smiley
Charles Splaine
Jason Viccars
Bertha Walker
Rufus Walker
John & Mary Wisniewski
 



Text Giving is now Available ...
What does this mean?

If you have not yet signed up for 
ConnectNow Online Giving, or even if 
you have, we are now also providing 
the ability to text your donation to 
the Sunday Collection as well as 
Christmas, Easter and 2nd collections. 

Number to text to: 14082605076

1. Text the amount you would like to give to your 
church’s designated number ( For other than Sunday 
ColleCtion read tipS Below ).

2. If you are a first time text-giving donor, or not 
signed up for ConnectNow Giving currently, you will 
be prompted to visit a secure URL.

3. Once you click the registration link, you will enter 
your credit or debit card information.

4. At this point your donation will process.

5. You will see a confirmation text showing your 
donation and registration were successful.

For more information on Text Giving go to 
https://stmar yslg.org/tex t

Stewardship
is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts of love of God and neighbor.

stmaryslg.org/donate
THANK YOU to those who have already signed up for online donations. If you would like 
to discontinue receiving envelopes please contact Jill at jmontanari@stmaryslg.org.  

Memory Bricks
 

Memory Bricks are a great way to remember 
a special event, person or loved one in 
our community.  When you purchase a 
brick your contributions fund our Parish 
and School buildings & grounds upkeep and improvements. 
Information and order form can be found on our website at  
s t m a r y s l g . o r g / b r i c k - o r d e r - f o r m .

 We appreciate your ongoing support and 
commitment to St. Mary Church. If you have ever 
forgotten your envelope, checkbook or to stop for 
cash you should consider signing up for ConnectNow 
Giving (online giving). In addition to recurring 
scheduled donations for Sunday and School  collections, 
ConnectNow Giving offers one-time giving via the web,  using a mobile app (iTunes) 
(Android) or via text.  Most 2nd collection and special collections are also available as 
one-time gifts.  Need help getting set-up? Contact Teri Tucci — tstucci@stmaryslg.org or 
408.354.3726 x137

stmar yslg.org/donate

Recently members of our 
Finance Committee

presented our

annual parish Financial reporT 
for the 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 - June 20, 2017

A more detailed reporting of our income 
and expenses mentioned in this report, 
along with a video of the presentation, 
can be found on our website:

https://stmaryslg.org/stewardship

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
There’s no more unusual setting to celebrate today’s Feast of the Holy Family than 
Barcelona, Spain and the towering unfinished sandcastle known officially as the 
Temple Expiatori de la Sagrada Familia. In 1882, the plan was hatched to build a 
vast place of worship in reparation for the revolutionary and liberal leanings of the 
city. The modern artist Antoni Gaudi dedicated his life to the project, living in the 
building, attending Mass daily, and giving up his personal wealth. When people 
pressed him to pick up the pace, he responded, “My client is not in a hurry.” (Gaudi’s 
cause for beatification is moving along, and he could be the first professional artist 
and architect to be beatified.) The Spanish Civil War, a disaster for the Catholic 
Church in which thousands of priests, brothers, and nuns were murdered, halted 
work in 1935. In the 1950s work began anew, speeded up by computers in the 
1980s. Still, the final stage of construction is not due to end until 2026. If the original 
methods had stayed in place, it would take several hundred more years to complete 
the plan. So far there are eight towers, with four to go. The highest steeple is three 
feet shorter than the nearest hill, since the architect didn’t want his work to surpass 
God’s artistry. The three faces of the basilica each have three doors, with the faces 
named Passion, Nativity, and Grace. The interior is crammed with geometric figures 
that almost seem to spin, crazy-quilt windows, spiral staircases, and jumbles of 
statues and figures. Although inspired by ancient Gothic cathedrals, the style is 
called Expressionist, and very little is left unexpressed by the masonry. If you can’t 
afford a visit, Sagrada Familia maintains a web site, and virtual visits are free.

2nd Collection January 6 & 7 will be for  
St. Mary School Support 



Forever is a 
lonG Time

As we celebrate New Year 2018, 
memories of parish life at St. Justin 
in Santa Clara and Msgr. Mentasti 
come to mind. His annual homily 
on New Year’s Day was brief and 
dramatic. He would preach, “I 
have only a few words today, 
and you have heard me say them 
previously—life is short, death is 
certain, and hell is forever; think it 
over.”  Then he sat down, and the 
members of the assembly trembled. 
Msgr. Mentasti has since gone to his 
eternal reward, and you’ll find this 
one phrase etched in stone on his 
grave marker at Heaven’s Gate in  
Los Altos CA. 

Some years later while at Mass on 
New Year’s Day in Denver Colorado, 

a pastor began to preach similarly, save 
that part about hell—he said, “life is 
short, death is certain, and heaven is 
forever”—a seemingly more agreeable 
destination that most of us would 
prefer. 

Christmas is over, we exchanged 
gifts, and we shared the joy of giving 
and receiving. As we embark on this 
New Year, we have more reason to rely 
on God’s mercy—a gift given freely 
and freely received. It is characteristic 
of Christians to trust in the promise 
of heaven than an eternity of hell in 
terms of how we conceptualize the 
vast and endless forever since from the 
beginning, God recognized goodness 
in all of creation.

One thing for sure, life is short. 
Another priest I knew always says, 
“We’re not here for long time, we’re 
here for a good time”—such a fine 
epitaph. This approach to eternity 
anticipates a joyful reunion at a great 
feast—the messianic banquet. God 
rejoices with us in these beginning days 
of the New Year as we look forward to 
all its potential to prosper and grow. 

The cycle and rhythm of life tends 
towards order—the earth shifts on 
its axis towards the sun and beckons 
the new life that comes with spring. 
As vulnerable as we are to disorder, 
we remain hopeful because of the 
promise new that life brings.

Traditionally, we celebrate the 
transition from one year to the next 
by extended parties that continue 
well into the early morning hours. 
At this time of transition, people 
often resolve to live differently from 
the way they had previously. We are 
compelled to make changes that 
resemble the values we hold most 
dear.  With this, we are encouraged 
to live as the beloved of God so as to 
make manifest our gratitude. 

The New Year is filled with 
potential. May we prosper in it so 
to bring the richness of this life into 
focus, life well, and give praise and 
thanks to God forever.         

To schedule your appointment or for 
more information visit redcrossblood.

org and enter sponsor code: 
LOSGATOS or call 1-800-RED CROSS.
If you have questions regarding your 
eligibility to donate blood, please call 

1-866-236-3276 
Identification is required.



   www.stmaryslg.org/faith-formation

To register, please go to our website under Faith Formation or email  Terri Trotter - ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

Family Faith Formation

You can still sign up for Family Faith 
Formation Classes for all sessions:  

Pre-school through High School.  You 
can register at stmaryslg.org/faith-

formation-registration-form
Remember that Faith Formation is an on-going and life-long process 

and children should attend sessions every year to deepen their  
understanding, knowledge and relationship with Christ.

Are you interested in learning 
more about the Catholic Faith? 

Interested in becoming a Catholic?
Join us for our RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation Of Adults) journey of faith 

that meets on Tuesday evenings from 
7-8:15pm. During this year-long process 

we will explore themes of Spirituality, 
Sacraments, Prayer, The Mass,  

Social Justice, etc.   
If interested, please contact Terri -  

ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

	

	

Come, join a small group of like-minded 
men and women for a weekly time of  

spiritual retreat.  We begin and end with 
prayer and in between we will  

contemplate and journal with words 
from Enduring Grace';  

Portraits of Seven Women Mystics. 
Flinders brings to life a chorus of 

wisdom from the past that speaks 
with remarkable relevance to our 

contemporary spiritual quests.
These gatherings are facilitated by  

Donna Lenahan.    
To sign up for this series,  

please contact Donna by e-mail:  
djlenahan@aol.com  or leave a  

message on her phone:  408-354-9024 
by January 3rd. 

	
Enduring	Grace;	

Portraits	of	Seven	Women	Mystics	
by	Carol	Lee	Flinders	

	
8	Wednesday	Mornings	10	am	to	noon	

January	10	thru	February	28,	2018	

St.	Mary's	Conference	Room	

Deanery 5 presents
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME

A Six-Week Discussion Series about the Catholic Church
We welcome those who have been away from the Catholic Church or 
need updating to come, see, learn and be heard.

 
 
 

Thursdays from February 15 to March 22, 2018
7:00 – 8:30 PM

St. Thomas of Canterbury Parish
1522 McCoy Avenue
San Jose, CA 95130

Come with any questions you have about the Catholic 
Church for our speakers.  For more information, call a nearby 

parish below.

Deanery 5 Parishes: Church of the Ascension, Queen of Apostles, Sacred 
Heart, St. Frances Cabrini, St. Joseph of Cupertino, St. Lucy, St. Martin 

of Tours, St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, and St. Thomas of 
Canterbury



An induction loop is provided for the 
benefit of hearing aid users.  To use,  
please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’        

 
Note: some hearing aids will 

automatically access the system.

Monday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday:1 Jn 2:29 -- 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6;  
Jn 1:29-34

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42

Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Jn 1:43-51

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28  
[23, 31-34, 36, 38]

Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Michael Brown † 
Lucy Burke † 

Jack Dawson † 
Lori Schmidt † 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Katherine Du Bois 
Kevin Dircio   
Tony Micalco  

We pray for all parishioners who need 
healing of body, mind and spirit, that 
Jesus be a source of strength and comfort.   
To place a name on this list (for three weeks), contact 
Pastoral Care, 354-3726 x121. You also are invited 
to write names in St. Mary’s Book of Petitions and 
Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

Ecuador Immersion Trip March 1 - 11
Are you looking for a completely different travel experience? If so, then join 
other parishioners from St. Mary’s as they travel to the Working Boys’ Center 
( WBC) in Quito, and Damien House in Guayaquil, Ecuador. St. Mary’s has been 
partnering with the WBC in their ministry for 10 years now. This immersion 
experience provides our travelers with the opportunity to stay at the Center in 
Quito to observe and participate in the operation and service to the working 
poor families, as well as experience the culture, tradition and environment of 
the surrounding areas. Contact Carol deCarvalho at cdecarvalho@yahoo.com or 
408-315-1231.

Save the Date!
St. Mary Valentine’s Dance
St. Mary’s Howley Hall
Saturday, February 3 at 6:00 pm
For more information  or would like to help, contact:
Karen McQuade or Ken Dickens - 408-497-2661

St. Mary - Social Justice
 On December 14, 2017, at the request of Fr. Jon Pedigo - The Restorative Justice 
Center at Catholic Charities, the Bishop O’Dowd Council #3474 prepared food for 
and served 18 Inmates. These returning citizens recently released from prison  are 
attending a court mandated Catholic Charities program to reconnect them to society 
with housing counseling and jobs. They served 45 people a festive Christmas hot 
lunch.

St. Mary’s students provided personalized placemats for the guests.  
Thank you St. Mary’s School and the Knights of Columbus!

FAITH IN ACTION – SOCIAL JUSTICE --St. Vincent de Paul SNAPSHOT

Financial Summary – St. Mary Conference--Fiscal Year 2016-17
During the FY we had:
 Contributions of $36,949
 Expenditures of $44,708
 Ending   balance of $3,055
Contributions came from:
 Annual November Second Collection
 Church Poor Box
 Restricted Funds (Grant)
 Other Contributions
Expenditures related to over 1,100 interactions with “neighbors” in need through the 
following services:
 Home Visits
 Homeless Laundry
 Pastoral and Rectory Outreach
 Thanksgiving Food Boxes
 DWC Monthly Brown Bags and Thanksgiving Project
Your contributions provided emergency assistance for payment of rents, utilities, 
transportation, medical services, food and clothing to those with Los Gatos zip 
codes. Our members travelled over 3,500 miles and volunteered nearly 1,500 hours 
supporting our mission of helping those in need.  In addition, we were able to help 
our sister San Jose Conferences carry out their assistance to the needy. Our mission is 
“To join together in a bond of friendship . . . to grow spiritually by offering person-to-
person service to those who are needy and suffering.” Thank you all for your gracious 
support.  For more information, check out our web page on St. Mary’s Website. www.
stmaryslg.org/st-vincent-de-paul.



FOR ADS



FOR ADS



pasToral aDminisTraTion
Parish & Pastoral Ministries Offices: 408.354.3726      Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Biju Daniel Varghese Parochial Vicar bvarghese@stmaryslg.org x138
Terri Trotter Pastoral Assoc., Director of  ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123 
 Faith Formation -Infant through Adult  
Jane Najour Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries jnajour@stmaryslg.org x121 
Ellie Harris Youth Ministry mharris@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Director of Music cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Jill Montanari Parish Administrative Asst. jmontanari@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
 

school aDminisTraTion
School Office: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151
Jim Johnston Principal jjohnston@stmaryslg.org x119
Lynne Dickerson Vice Principal ldickerson@stmaryslg.org x161
Cecile Mantecon Vice Principal cmantecon@stmaryslg.org x148
Sheryl Becker Office Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Kathy Rosendin Administrative Assistant krosendin@stmaryslg.org x118

mass Times 
Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 5 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays      Rosary prayed after 7:30am daily mass

If it is an emergency and you need to reach a priest call 408.482.8021

The presiders’ schedule can be found on  our website at:
www.stmaryslg.org/mass_times

reGisTraTion open For  
2017-2018!  

We are accepting applications for all 
grades, Transitional Kindergarten - 8th 
Grade.  Our Extended Care Program pro-
vides after-school supervised care until 
6:00pm.  Applications and enrollment 
information is available on the St. Mary 
School website, www.smslg.org.  For 
more information, call the school office, 
408-354-3944. 
St. Mary School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or disability 
in the admission of students, the administration of educational 
policies, scholarships, loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs. 

www.smslg.org

Important Dates: 
Christmas Break begins Dec. 22 and resumes Jan. 8. 
Jan. 6/7 - School Second Collection 
Jan. 12 - NO SCHOOL, Teacher In-Service
Jan. 15 - NO SCHOOL, MLK Jr. Day
Jan. 23 - TK-Kindergarten Parent Information Night, 7pm, JH Building Library

 
 
 
 

Come	see	why	we	love	
		 	St.	Mary	School!	

      

                       
      

  

Learn	more	about	our	
Curriculum	~	Daily	Schedule		

Enrollment	&	Assessment	Process	
Meet	our	Teachers	~	Visit	Classrooms	

	

Tuesday,	January	23rd	

7:00PM	
in	the	Abby	Sobrato	Junior	High	Library	

 

St.	Mary	of	the	Immaculate	
Conception	School	

	

30	Lyndon	Avenue	
																												Los	Gatos	

																							408.354.3944																														
	 					 										

																						WASC/WCEA	Accredited	
	

For	more	information,	contact		
Mrs.	Monica	Hernandez,	Program	Director		

	mhernandez@stmaryslg.org	
 Non-Discrimination Policy: St. Mary School does not unlawfu lly 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic orig in , age, sex, 
or d isabil i ty in  the admission of students, the administration of educational 

policies, scholarsh ip  and loan programs, and athletic and other school-
administered programs. 

 

Transitional	Kindergarten		
and		

Kindergarten	
Parent	Information	Night	

Check out 
the new 
lending 
library 
for the 
St. Mary 
School 
Students


