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Welcome to St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception
For more detailed information about what is happening now and in the future at St. Mary go to our online calendar on our website 

or on the computer in the parish office.   Registration Forms can be found online, in the vestibule of the church or in the Parish Office.

SeconD SunDay of aDvent

This Week...
www.stmaryslg.org/#calendar

Sun.
Dec. 
10

2nd Collection - Retirement Fund for 
Religious 
Elementary Faith Formation 9 & 11:15a 
Playways 9 a 
Malankara Mass 1pm 
Youth Choir Practice 4 p 
WAV 6 p

Mon.
Dec. 
11

Prayer Shawl Ministry  10:15 a 
elementary faith formation 4 p 
Adoration & Rosary 6 p  
Women’s Support Group 6:30 p 
eDge 7 p

Tue.
Dec. 
12

Small Christian Community 6:30 a  
Women’s Spirituality Group 8 a 
Advent Enrichment Class 10 a 
Prayer Group meeting 10 a 
Advent Evening Prayer 7 p 
Centering Prayer 7 p 
RCIA 7 p

Wed.
Dec. 
13

Organ Practice 4:30 p
Women of Faith 7:15 p 

Thu.
Dec. 
14

Centering Prayer 4 p
SMS Men’s Club 5p

Fri.
Dec. 
15

Men’s Faith Sharing 6:30 a                        
Bible Study 8 a   
SMS Mass -Immaculate Conception  9 a   
Adoration/Divine Mercy  3 p  

Sat.
Dec. 
16

Parish Reconciliation Service 8 a 
Malanakara Service 8 a 
Reconciliation 3:30 p 

Sun.
Dec. 
17

Elementary Faith Formation 9 & 11:15a 
Playways 9 a 
WAV  Family Session 10 a 
Malankara Mass 1 p 
Youth Choir Practice 4 p 

 
maSS timeS 

Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am        
Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm         

Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 5 pm
  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays      
Rosary prayed after 7:30am daily mass

Advent Evening Prayer
 

 
Please join us in the Church on  

Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00pm  
for Evening Prayer.

Parishioner Denis Lynch  
will be leading us in prayer and 

 Jennifer Hurley will be providing   
beautiful harp accompaniment.



Text Giving is now Available ...
What does this mean?

If you have not yet signed up for 
ConnectNow Online Giving, or even if 
you have, we are now also providing 
the ability to text your donation to 
the Sunday Collection as well as 
Christmas, Easter and 2nd collections. 

Number to text to: 14082605076

1. Text the amount you would like to give to your 
church’s designated number ( For other than Sunday 
ColleCtion read tipS Below ).

2. If you are a first time text-giving donor, or not 
signed up for ConnectNow Giving currently, you will 
be prompted to visit a secure URL.

3. Once you click the registration link, you will enter 
your credit or debit card information.

4. At this point your donation will process.

5. You will see a confirmation text showing your 
donation and registration were successful.

For more information on Text Giving go to 
https://stmar yslg.org/tex t

Stewardship
is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts of love of God and neighbor.

stmaryslg.org/donate
THANK YOU to those who have already signed up. If you were receiving envelopes please 
contact Lisa - llawson@stmaryslg.org if you would like to discontinue them.  

Memory Bricks
 

Memory Bricks are a great way to remember 
a special event, person or loved one in 
our community.  When you purchase a 
brick your contributions fund our Parish 
and School buildings & grounds upkeep and improvements. 
Information and order form can be found on our website at  
s t m a r y s l g . o r g / b r i c k - o r d e r - f o r m .

 We appreciate your ongoing support and 
commitment to St. Mary Church. If you have ever 
forgotten your envelope, checkbook or to stop for 
cash you should consider signing up for ConnectNow 
Giving (online giving). In addition to recurring 
scheduled donations for Sunday and School  collections, 
ConnectNow Giving offers one-time giving via the web,  using a mobile app (iTunes) 
(Android) or via text.  Most 2nd collection and special collections are also available as 
one-time gifts.  Need help getting set-up? Contact Teri Tucci — tstucci@stmaryslg.org or 
408.354.3726 x137

stmar yslg.org/donate

Recently members of our 
Finance Committee

presented our

annual PariSh financial rePort 
for the 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2016 - June 20, 2017

A more detailed reporting of our income 
and expenses mentioned in this report, 
along with a video of the presentation, 
can be found on our website:

https://stmaryslg.org/stewardship

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

Many people think that Saint Francis originated the Christmas crèche, but its origins go far 
back. The Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome has housed what is said to be relics of the cradle 
of Jesus since the seventh century. In time, every year during the Christmas season the 
reliquary (container for relics) was surrounded by an increasingly grand three-dimensional 
scene of the place of Jesus’ birth. Rocks and trees, houses, streams, figurines of villagers going 
about their daily tasks were all included. It was a very dramatic presentation. If you’ve ever 
seen an elaborate model train installation, you get the idea. The proper term for this depiction 
is presepio, from the Latin word for “surround” or “hedge.”
Over the centuries, the custom spread first to churches, and then to aristocratic homes. In Italy, 
whole chapels are often set aside for the presepio, and it is not unusual to have hundreds of 
figures. It can sometimes be a challenge to locate the Holy Family amid the crowd, almost like 
a Where’s Waldo? children’s book. The oldest surviving presepio is in St. Mary Major and dates 
from the thirteenth century, although many pieces have been broken or lost. Saint Francis 
of Assisi took a decidedly creative step in 1233 in the village of Greccio, when he directed 
his followers to fill a manger with hay and tether an ox and ass nearby. He then invited the 
villagers to attend Mass outdoors near the crib, the worshipers themselves becoming a living 
presepio. By the seventeenth century, the tradition was well-established, particularly in 
Naples, and had a firm hold in Portugal, Spain, and in the Provence region of France. Today, it 
is not unusual to find presepios with five hundred figures, a vivid reminder of Emmanuel, God-
with-us!

Available in the Church or the Parish Office 
the little blue book for aDvent anD chriStmaS with  

Daily Six minute reflectionS  
anD the 2018 calenDarS are available  

in the church or the PariSh office.



the gift 
we have

“The Little Drummer Boy” is one 
of the most beloved Christmas 
Carols among the many we sing or 
hear during this season. The story 
unfolds with the invitation to visit 
the newborn king to whom all are 
welcome to offer our gift in homage. 
The drummer boy has no gift to 
bring save his talent to play on his 
drum. He offers this to the newborn 
king who smiles in recognition of 
the gift the drummer boy brings. 
How do the words of this carol 
square with our approach to this 
season?

This song rings true with the 
value we place on the gift we have, 
however during this season we are 
reminded regularly of what we lack. 
As products flood the market place 
with the promise of fulfillment, we 
are inclined to believe that we can 

find fulfillment by manufactured goods. 
Indeed, even as we may be persuaded 
to accept that purchased goods may 
fulfill what we lack, we realize that it is 
the relationships that we forge in our 
lives that allow us to know genuine 
fulfillment. 

Perhaps that is why this carol is so 
appealing. The Drummer Boy 
offers a simple gift. Moreover, 
its value is not found in what 
he lacks but rather in the 
value of what he finds in 
offering what he has. If we 
give what we have, there is no 
guarantee that the recipient 
will value what we give; nevertheless 
we give anyway because we love. 
In the end, our love for others is the 
guarantee that would cause anyone to 
give freely and generously. 

God offers us what is most valuable 
to God. We celebrate God’s offer of 
love manifested in the birth of Jesus 
Christ. In the end, God’s offer of love 
and the life of grace is not a quid pro 

quo, it is rather a gift freely given. 
Some may argue that this is merely 
“cheap grace.” Because we do not 
do anything to deserve God’s love, 
the value of such love is not found 
by the normal criteria of what we 
deem valuable. The message of 
the incarnation is meant to take a 

prominent place in our lives 
at Christmas and we are 
meant to give and receive; 
which are palpable signs of 
love.

God’s gift of love in the 
incarnation of God’s Word 
and the gifts we give and 

receive is measured by the value we 
find in the relationship God forges 
with us. The story of the drummer 
who plays for Jesus is the story 
of God’s offer of God’s self to us. 
When we offer our gifts, we draw 
closer to God and one another, and 
acknowledge God with us.

Saint Mary’s Parish  
Community

Annual Christmas  
Giving Tree - 2017

 Thank you for your support for 
this year’s Christmas  

Giving Tree.
Please return gifts and tags by 

Sunday, December 10th.

If you’d like to help us sort the 
gifts join us on Sunday,  

December 10th at 4:30 pm in 
Hofmann Center.

Sign up or if you have any  
questions - jnajour@stmaryslg.

org or (408) 354-3726 x121

Saint Mary’s Parish Community
Annual Christmas Giving Tree - 2017

Giving Hope and Joy  
to Those in Need

 
The Camara Family volunteering for the Giving Tree



   www.stmaryslg.org/faith-formation

To register, please go to our website under Faith Formation or email  Terri Trotter - ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

Family Faith Formation

You can still sign up for Family Faith 
Formation Classes for all sessions:  

Pre-school through High School.  You 
can register at stmaryslg.org/faith-

formation-registration-form
Remember that Faith Formation is an on-going and life-long process 

and children should attend sessions every year to deepen their  
understanding, knowledge and relationship with Christ.

Are you interested in learning 
more about the Catholic Faith? 

Interested in becoming a Catholic?
Join us for our RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation Of Adults) journey of faith 

that meets on Tuesday evenings from 
7-8:15pm. During this year-long process 

we will explore themes of Spirituality, 
Sacraments, Prayer, The Mass,  

Social Justice, etc.   
If interested, please contact Terri -  

ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

New ParishioNers
Barbara Lencioni 

Shari Oldfield 

Advent & Christmas

with Thomas Merton

Dec. 12 and 19

from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon 
St. Mary’s Conference Room

Come, join us on an inner Advent 
journey, as we venture into a 

place of interior silence in order 
hear and respond to the Holy 

Spirit as we prepare to celebrate 
Christmas, a day made holy by 
sacred mystery. These morning 

gatherings help us put the focus 
of Christmas on Christ. There 
are informational flyers at the 

entrances to the church with pre-
registration information. 

ADVENT  RECONCILIATION
Sat., December 16, 2017  8:00 AM - 9:30 AMPriests will be available   
      for Individual Confession
Thurs., December 21, 2017 6:00 PM - 8:00 PMPriests will be available for  
      Individual Confession
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION
Sunday,  December 24, 2017 4:00 PM Mass - Howley Hall    
     4:00 PM Mass - Church     
     6:00 PM Mass    
     10:00 PM Mass      
    Adult Choir (w/ 30 min. prelude)
     
CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION    
Sunday, December 25, 2017 7:30 AM Mass    
    10:00 AM Mass      The “Niners”
   ***Please note time changes***  
   *note: NO 9:00 am, 11:15 am & 5 pm mass
     

Mary Mother of God  (New Year's Day)
Sunday, January 1, 2018  7:30 AM Mass   

Advent Schedule



Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or 
Lk 1:39-47, or any readings from the 
Common of  The Blessed Virgin Mary, 
nos. 707-712

Wednesday:Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 
11:28-30

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 
11:11-15

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 
18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;  
1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Michael Brown † 
Lucy Burke † 

Lori Schmidt † 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Katherine Du Bois 

Kevin Dircio   
Tony Micalco  

We pray for all parishioners who need 
healing of body, mind and spirit, that 
Jesus be a source of strength and comfort.   
To place a name on this list (for three weeks), contact 
Pastoral Care, 354-3726 x121. You also are invited 
to write names in St. Mary’s Book of Petitions and 
Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

 
St. Vincent de Paul Society - St. Mary Conference 
http://www.stmaryslg.org/st-vincent-de-paul 

“Help Us Help Others in our Community”

The Prayer Shawl Ministry Group  
will meet Monday December 11th  10:15 am to 11:45 am in 
the Parish Conference Room.  We welcome new members!  
With our busy schedules it may be difficult to attend a  
particular meeting;  participants are welcome whenever 
they can come. If you have any questions regarding participating,  
receiving a prayer shawl, donating a shawl or the availability of  
patterns and supplies, please contact Jane Najour ( 354-3726 ext. 121) 
or jnajour@stmaryslg.org.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Eucharistic MinistEr to thE sick

We are in need of  2 volunteers to help at Vasona Creek on 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.  You can volunteer weekly or 1 to 2 times a month. Please 
contact Jane Najour, if interested in helping.                    jnajour@stmaryslg.org or 
(408) 354-3726 x121

As we celebrate the second week of Advent let us remember that Advent means coming. 
It is a time to prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas. We really celebrate a three-fold 
coming---the coming of Christ as an infant at Christmas, the coming of Christ in our daily lives, 
and the second coming of Christ.  It is a time to prepare our hearts for Christmas by working 
on changing something that has prevented us from following the path of Christ.  As we 
continue to wait in joyful hope may we be grateful for the many gifts in our lives.

As we then move into into the Christmas season let us remember all of the reasons that we 
have to give thanks to God for his many blessings and his many signs and symbols at this time 
of year:

Fir Tree: the pure green color of the fir tree remains green all year long, depicting the 
everlasting hope of mankind. All needles point heavenward, making it a symbol of our 
thoughts turning toward heaven

Star: The star is the heavenly sign of promise long ago, God promised a Savior for the world 
and the star is the fulfillment of that promise.

Candle: The candle symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world, and when we see this 
great light we are reminded of He who displaces the darkness.

Wreath: The wreath symbolizes the eternal nature of love. Real love never ceases. Love is one 
continuous round of affection.

Holly Leaf: The Holly plant represents immortality. It represents the crown of thorns worn by 
Jesus. The red berries represent blood that was shed by Jesus.

Gift: God so loved the world that he gave us his only Son as a gift. 

Candy Cane: The J of the candy cane stands for Jesus; the crook of the candy cane represents 
the shepherd’s staff, they who first heard the news of the birth of Jesus. The stripes of the 
candy cane remind us that by His stripes we were healed, the red represents the blood that 
was shed for us and the white represents the light of purity and resurrection and the hope 
that Jesus brought to us.

Angel: The angels were the ones that heralded in the glorious news of the Savior’s birth.

Bell: The lost sheep are found by the sound of the bell, it should bring people back to the fold. 
The bell symbolizes guidance and return.



FOR ADS



FOR ADS



PaStoral aDminiStration
Parish & Pastoral Ministries Offices: 408.354.3726      Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Biju Daniel Varghese Parochial Vicar bvarghese@stmaryslg.org x138
Terri Trotter Pastoral Assoc., Director of  ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123 
 Faith Formation -Infant through Adult  
Jane Najour Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries jnajour@stmaryslg.org x121 
Ellie Harris Youth Ministry mharris@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Director of Music cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Jill Montanari Parish Administrative Asst. jmontanari@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
 

School aDminiStration
School Office: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151
Jim Johnston Principal jjohnston@stmaryslg.org x119
Lynne Dickerson Vice Principal ldickerson@stmaryslg.org x161
Cecile Mantecon Vice Principal cmantecon@stmaryslg.org x148
Sheryl Becker Office Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Kathy Rosendin Administrative Assistant krosendin@stmaryslg.org x118

maSS timeS 
Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 5 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays      Rosary prayed after 7:30am daily mass

If it is an emergency and you need to reach a priest call 408.482.8021

The presiders’ schedule can be found on  our website at:
www.stmaryslg.org/mass_times

regiStration oPen for  
2017-2018!  

We are accepting applications for all 
grades, Transitional Kindergarten - 8th 
Grade.  Our Extended Care Program pro-
vides after-school supervised care until 
6:00pm.  Applications and enrollment 
information is available on the St. Mary 
School website, www.smslg.org.  For 
more information, call the school office, 
408-354-3944. 
St. Mary School does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national and/or ethnic origin, age, sex or disability 
in the admission of students, the administration of educational 
policies, scholarships, loan programs, athletic and other school-
administered programs. 

www.smslg.org

Important Dates: 

scrip for The holidays
The scrip volunteers will be taking 

orders for “special” scrip that will be 
available for your Christmas needs.  
Keep in mind scrip gift cards can be 
used for purchasing your groceries 
for your Christmas feasts; gift cards 
are wonderful for gift-giving or 
making donations  especially to our 
St. Mary’s Giving Tree - many charities 
request Target and grocery store gift 
cards during the Christmas season.  

 Scrip orders can be turned in 
anytime and are usually filled within 
24 hrs. Scrip forms are available in the 
school office, Monday-Friday, 8am - 
4:30pm.   contact TMSZ@sbcglobal.net

St. Mary participated in the 
Los Gatos Christmas Parade

Fr. Rick and the Campisi Family

Miss Dominion’s 1st Grade Class 
were “Little Angels” in the 
parade this year


