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219 Bean Avenue  •  Los Gatos, California  95030  •  408.354.3726  •  fx 408.354.9302  •  www.stmaryslg.org

                                     Welcome to St. Mary
For more detailed information about what is happening now and in the future at St. Mary go to our online calendar on our website or on the computer in the parish 

office.   Registration Forms can be found online, in the vestibule of the church or in the Parish Office.

ThirD SunDay of aDvenT

This Week...
www.stmaryslg.org/#calendar

Sun.
Dec. 
11

2nd Collection - Retirement Fund 
   for Religious  
religiouS eD 9 & 11:15 a

PlaywayS 9 a  
Malankara Mass 1 p     
Youth Choir Practice 4  p  
WAV 6 p 
Christmas Giving Tree

Mon.
Dec. 
12

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting 10:15 a 
CIC Class3:30 p 
religiouS eD 4 P 
Adoration & Evening Prayer 6 p
Women’s Support Group 6:30 p 
eDge 7p

Tue.
Dec. 
13

Small Christian Community 6:30 a  
Centering Prayer 7 p
RCIA 7 p

Wed.
Dec. 
14

Organ Practice 4:30 p 
Adult Choir Practice 7 p 

Thu.
Dec. 
15

Women’s Spirituality Group 8 a 
Centering Prayer 4 p  
SMS Men’s Club 5p   
Parish & First Reconciliation Service 7p                                             

Fri.
Dec. 
16

Men’s Faith Sharing 6:30 a                        
Bible Study 8 a     
Adoration & Evening Prayer 3p                                  

Sat.
Dec. 
17

2nd Collection - Italy 
Reconciliation 3:30 p 

Sun.
Dec. 
18

2nd Collection - Italy 
Malankara Mass 1 p     
Youth Choir Practice 4  p  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
ADVENT PARISH AND FIRST RECONCILIATION
Thursday, December 15, 2016 7:00 PM Service and Individual 
Confession
    

CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION
Saturday,  December 24, 2016 4:00 PM Mass - Howley Hall    
    4:00 PM Mass - Church     
    6:00 PM Mass    
                  10:00 PM Mass -Adult Choir  
     30 minute  prelude
  
CHRISTMAS DAY CELEBRATION  
Sunday, December 25, 2016 7:30 AM Mass    
    9:00 AM  Mass     
                  11:15 AM Mass  - Adult Choir 
      30 minute  prelude
    note: No 5 pm mass   
 

The Parish Offices will be closed for the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays beginning  

Friday., Dec. 23rd through January 2.  



stmaryslg.org/stewardship

Stewardship
is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts of love of God and neighbor.

stmaryslg.org/donate

Our GOAL is to fund our operations entirely through the Sunday Collection 
using gifts, bequests, fundraising to build our reserves for our capital needs — 
maintaining our buildings and grounds.

H av e  yo u  s i g n e d  u p ?  
We have already had a great start on what can be a relatively easy solution.  
online giving.  Why Online Giving?  It gives the parish a consistent and 
predictable revenue stream.  This year, we would like to get every family using 
online giving.  It’s easy to do —Sign Up NOW!

view The comPleTe viDeo of our 
financial rePorT for 2015-2016 

stmaryslg.org/stewardship
THANK YOU to those who have already signed up. 

If you were receiving envelopes please contact Lisa - llawson@stmaryslg.org to discontinue 

them.  As of last Monday we have 125 Scheduled Giving users signed up to date!

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Charities
Welcomes refugees from oppressed and war torn countries and sponsors 
them as they adjust to their new lives in Santa Clara County.

Casa de Clara
A Catholic Worker Home which shelters and feeds women with small children. Casa de Clara 
follows the model established by Dorothy Day to support the working poor. 

Parisi House
Parisi House is Santa Clara County’s first mother and child residential alchohol and drug 
treatmant facility. They provide living facilities for mothers that have made the choice to end 
the cycle of substance abuse.

West Valley Community Services
WVCS provide a continuum of basic needs, family support services and housing services to the 
West Valley comunities of Santa Clara Valley.
 

Vasona Creek  Health Care Facility
Offers short and long term health care and rehabilitation services. Vasona Creek is home to 50 Catholic 
residents, who are visited by our priests and a team of Eucharistic Ministers to the Sick from St. Mary's. 

House of Grace
Women in transition, and their young children, find shelter, food and 
counseling at this place full of the grace of God.

Next Door, Solutions for Battered Women
Provides shelter, meals and counseling for battered women and their children. 
Next Door is currently caring for 45 women and 60 children.

Heritage House
Heritage House provides homeless, pregnant women with a safe place to live, nutritious 
meals, and counseling. Post natal care for mothers and infants continues for one year. 

Christmas Giving Tree 2016

Home First (Formerly EHC)
Provides shelter and meals daily to homeless men, women and families 
through a multileveled network of transitional and long term housing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacred Heart
Ministers to the physical and emotional needs of the hungry and homeless through the distribution of food, 
clothing, household goods, job counseling, and housing assistance. 

This weekend is the last opportunity to take an ornament or two from The 
Giving Tree in the vestibule.  Gifts need to be returned to St. Mary’s first thing 
Monday, Dec. 12th for distribution.

Scrip for the holidayS

The scrip volunteers will be taking 
orders for scrip that will be available 
for your Christmas needs.  Keep in 
mind scrip gift cards can be used 
for purchasing your groceries for 
your Christmas feasts; gift cards are 
wonderful for gift-giving or making 
donations  especially to our St. Mary’s 
Giving Tree - many charities request 
Target and grocery store gift cards 
during the Christmas season.  

 Scrip orders can be turned in 
anytime and are usually filled within 
24 hrs. Scrip forms are available in  
the school office, Monday-Friday,  
8am - 4:30pm.

Note: School Office will closed for 
Christmas Vacation begining 12:30 pm 
on Friday, December 16th.

Suppor t St.  Mar y School - Buy Scrip!



the intention to amend their lives, do 
penance, and avoid sin.

Often some really struggle to find 
there way in life after a tragedy like the 
fire that claimed the lives of so many 
Oakland artists last week. Listening 
to the voices of that community you 
could hear a conciliatory tone as they 
mourned the lost lives and relationships 
so senselessly. The art of reconciliation 
is formed in the consciousness of human 
thought—we know our imperfections, 
we are fragile, we break, we mend, and 
return to life. As disciples of Jesus, with 
confidence in the goodness God creates 
in us, we acknowledge our imperfections 
and reconcile so as to grow in a spirit of 
forgiveness. Please join us for our Parish 
Reconciliation service on Dec. 15 at 
7pm.

penance means first to acknowledge the 
fundamental good that God creates in 
us and to have a true desire to restore 
the relationship with God and neighbor. 
The anthropological and theological 
implications could not be more certain 
than to state that by God’s goodness 
we have life and the freedom imbued 
in us by virtue of our moral agency to 
accept in gratitude what is good and 
avoid what is evil. Even so, though 
we may avoid evil, sin remains, and—
however wondrous—life is subject to 
imperfection. 

Catholicism offers a ritual and 
sacramental form of reconciliation and 
gives a response to the age-old human 
problem of being perfectly human. Still, 
it’s one thing to go to a representative 
of the Church and seek the forgiveness 
of God and the Church, but what about 
the penitent reconciling with the one(s) 
that suffered from the act in the first 
place? Most pastoral ministers would 
agree that it is far better to reconcile 
with our neighbor first or at least to have 
firm intention to do so. This is what 
makes reconciliation complete. Usually, 
Roman Catholics confess their sins with 

PenAnce

Normally described as a part of 
Sacramental Reconciliation, many 
Catholics would be able to describe in 
that context why one is compelled to do 
penance. It seems a very uncomfortable 
imposition in the first place. Why be 
compelled to do penance when God has 
already forgiven our sin? Before the 
prayer of absolution, the priest confessor 
assigns a penance. This part of the rite is 
well understood by many as something 
the penitent does in lieu of the restitution 
regarding the preexisting covenantal 
relationship between the created and the 
Creator—another way of saying a prayer 
assignment for the penitent. 

However valid that understanding of 
this word is in the context sacramental 
celebration, the act of penance is a 
much more challenging call than the 
assignment of a formal prayer. To do 

 

 

Saint Mary’S pariSh coMMunity  
annual chriStMaS GivinG tree 

Giving Hope and Joy to Those in Need 
Please take one or more ornaments from 

the tree and fulfill the request on gift 
tag.  Remember to return unwrapped 

gifts and gift cards for the  
Christmas Giving Tree by  

December 11.
Cash or check donations are welcome 
and will be used to purchase needed 

items.  Tax donation receipts are 
available upon request from the  

Pastoral Office.   
We Would also love donations of 
Christmas gift Wrap or gift bags

Contact Jane Najour - jnajour@
stmaryslg.org or (408) 354-3726 x121

are you new to St. Mary’S?
or

are you already a MeMber?

As a member of St. Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
Community, it is important that 

we know how to communicate and 
minister to each of you. We ask you to 
complete or update your registration 
ONLINE so you can be included in 
our parish database. If any of your 
contact information has changed, 

we also ask you to please SIGN-UP 
Online  to allow you to make the 

updates at any time. 

Although we prefer that you register 
online, you may also download a 

form to register. Please submit your 
completed registration form to the 
Parish Office via email (save and 

attach PDF form), mail or by dropping 
it off. You may also drop it in the 

collection basket.

stmaryslg.org/parish-registration

DiD You Realize ... much of the 
information found in the bulletin and 
more can be found on our website?

Mass Times

Upcoming Events

News

Faith Formation 

Baptism through Adult

Pastoral Care

Outreach/Social Justice

St. Mary School

We currently have Bishop Robert 
Barron’s Daily Advent Reflections 
available on our website.



are you inTereSTeD in learning more 
abouT The caTholic faiTh?  
inTereSTeD in becoming a caTholic?
Join us for our RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation Of Adults) 
journey of faith that meets on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-8:15pm. During this 
year-long process we will explore 
themes of Spirituality, Sacraments, 
Prayer, The Mass, Social Justice, etc.  
If interested, please contact Terri - 
ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

   www.stmaryslg.org/faith-formation

To register, please go to our website under Faith Formation or email                                                        
Terri Trotter - ttrotter@stmaryslg.org

Registration forms for our 2016/2017 Faith Formation preparation classes have been e-mailed out to all registered families. 
Please take time to look at the forms, fill them out and return to the Pastoral Ministries Office. If you do not receive these 
forms by e-mail you can register online through the website or they will be available for pick up in the Parish Office.

2016/2017 Faith Formation Programs

mom’S grouP
We are 
interested 
in starting 
a parish 
Mom’s 
Group 
here at St. 
Mary’s.  
The mission of the group would be to 
foster friendships among parents and 
their children within the entire St. Mary 
community.  It would be a spiritual 
enrichment and support group, as well 
as a playgroup, for mothers of St. Mary 
Parish.  We are looking for a core 
group of women who would be willing 
to help put this plan into action.   
If you are interested please contact 
Terri Trotter or Jane Najour at  
ttrotter@stmaryslg.org or 
 jnajour@stmaryslg.org 

 
St. Mary’S coMMunity Spiritual enrichMent
The St. Mary’s Spirituality Council would like you to Save the Following Dates!

• January 3rd-February 21, 2017 The Inner Experience by Thomas Merton:  
facilitator Donna Lenahan

• Febuary 21, 2017 Understanding Mary: Dr. Cynthia Rostankowski

• April 4-May 30, 2017 Jesus, A Pilgrimage by Father James Martin:  
facilitator Donna Lenahan

Please watch for further information via the parish website, flyers, bulletin and 
announcements during mass.  We will be adding additional events as the year 
progresses.  If you have any questions or suggestions for future offerings please 
contact Carrie Kaufmann at ckaufmann@msn.com.   
 
All are welcome and hope to see you at these events.

Thomas Merton’s
Bridges to Contemplative Living

6 Tuesday Mornings
January 12, 19, 26
February 2, 16, 23

10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
St. Mary’s Conference Room

The Spirituality Council at St. Mary’s is pleased to present this 
fourth in a series for men and women. These booklets serve as 
a tool for spiritual development inviting participants to a more 
contemplative life. 

Each stand-alone booklet in the Bridges series offers prayers 
and readings from Thomas Merton and other spiritual writers. 
Each session begins with a Psalm passage and closes with 
prayer. 

In between there is spiritual reading, reflection, journaling, 
contemplative dialogue, and tea. The cost is $15.00 for the 
series and includes the booklet that will be available January 12, as well as many 
weekly handouts.

These meetings help us take time to reflect; finding places in our daily routines for 
silence and solitude, and appreciating the beauty of ordinary experiences. We may 
discover practices that will lead us to a place of interior silence; a place where we 
can hear and respond to the Spirit in our lives.

If you wish to participate, please pre-register by e-mailing Donna Lenahan at  
djlenahan@aol.com or call her at 408-354-9024 and leave a message.

She needs to know how many booklets to order.



                 PRAY FOR THE DECEASED
Ed Kramar †  Raymond Anderegg †  

Renee Lyn Ropp †
Rosemary Louise Renner Thomas †  
Jeffery Dodge †  Grania Tierney †

Pray for the Sick 
Mary Crompton

We pray for all parishioners who need 
healing of body, mind and spirit, that 
Jesus be a source of strength and comfort.  
 
To place a name on this list (for three weeks), contact Pastoral Care, 
354-3726 x121. You also are invited to write names in St. Mary’s 
Book of Petitions and Prayers in front of Mary’s statue in church.

Daily readings and mass times can 
also be found on our website:

www.stmaryslg.org/mass-times

Mon. Dec. 12 7:30 am Odette & Darryl Torre (Sp. Int.) 

Tue. Dec. 13 7:30 am Terry Stambaugh †

Wed. Dec. 14 7:30 am Janie McDonald †

Thu. Dec. 15 7:30 am Marijoe LoBue  †

Fri. Dec. 16 7:30 am Anacleta Reyes †

Sat. Dec. 17 7:30 am
5:00 pm

Eileen Crowley † 
Cesar Mayo †

Sun. Dec. 18 7:30 am
9:00 am

11:15am
5:00 pm

Tony Ferrara  † 
William F. O’Connell, Jr  † 
Paul Luu †  
St. Mary’s Parishioners 
 

An induction loop is provided for the 
benefit of hearing aid users.  To use,  
please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’        

 
Note: some hearing aids will 

automatically access the system.

Follow Pope Francis ...
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/

francesco/
or on Twitter

https://twitter.com/pontifex

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or 
Lk 1:39-47, or any readings from the 
Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
nos. 707-712

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 
23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday:Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-
14; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; 
Lk 7:24-30

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 
5:33-36

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 
1:1-17

Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 
1:18-24

celebratinG faith, hope and life

2016 National Donor Sabbath 
     Organ and tissue donation offers the hope to heal lives and is a generous 
act supported by Pope Francis, who described the act of organ donation as 
”testimony of love for our neighbor”.  Catholics view organ donation as an act 
of charity, fraternal love and self sacrifice. Transplants are ethically and mor-
ally acceptable to the Vatican.  Your decision to register as a donor gives hope 
to the thousands who are waiting for a second chance at life. Among them 
are parents hoping to see their children grow up and kids looking forward to 
pursuing their dreams, but their future looks uncertain.
     Donors save and heal the lives of many people in our community every 
day and are celebrated for their generosity by transplant recipients. Sadly, 22 
people die every day in the U.S. for a transplant that hasn’t come in time. Be a 
miracle to someone in need; register as a donor at DonorNetworkWest.org or at 
the DMV and share your decision with your loved ones.
 A registration table is set up outside after mass.

DIVORCED?  SEPARATED?
If you are divorced or separated and 
interested in being part of a new 
support group in our area, we would 
like to hear from you!  Please con-
tact Lisa, in the parish office,  via 
email — llawson@stmaryslg.org or 
call 408.354.3726 x110 and leave your 
name and contact information. 
 

 
love Made viSible
Work of Human Hands
In Spring 2014 a small group of women gathered at the parish to begin a new 
segment of Pastoral Care – a Prayer Shawl Ministry. What emerged incorporated 
all these goals and more – a small faith-sharing group was born.   As patterns 
and yarn were shared,  prayers and hopes were also shared.  In the first year 
50 Prayer Shawls were sent forth from this ministry to comfort and support 
parishioners and friends.  Is this a ministry that you might be interested in? 
Currently the group meets at St. Mary’s once a month (second Monday of the 
month) for an hour and a half (10:15 -11:45 am). We welcome all individuals.  
Amongst the group “how to” videos are available to borrow as well as pattern 
and instruction books; most of the shawl making is done at home.  We come 
together for support and community as well as to develop expressions of art and 
love through yarn and handcrafts.  If you are interested in being part of the effort, 
but cannot attend meetings, please contact Jane Najour (jnajour@stmaryslg.
org  or 408 354-3726 ext 121) and she can forward your name and contact 
information to the group.
 
If you would like to receive a prayer shawl for a parishioner or loved one of a 
parishioner please contact Jane.  She will forward your request to the group of 
knitters.  Donations of yarn and supplies are happily accepted at the Pastoral 
Ministries office.



FOR ADS



FOR ADS



PaSToral aDminiSTraTion
Parish & Pastoral Ministries Offices: 408.354.3726      Fax: 408.354.9302

Fr. Rick Rodoni Pastor rrodoni@stmaryslg.org x139
Fr. Biju Daniel Varghese Parochial Vicar bvarghese@stmaryslg.org x138
Terri Trotter Pastoral Assoc., Director of  ttrotter@stmaryslg.org x123 
 Faith Formation -Infant through Adult  
Jane Najour Coordinator of Pastoral Ministries jnajour@stmaryslg.org x121 
Ellie Harris Youth Ministry mharris@stmaryslg.org x129
Corliss Greene Director of Music cgreene@stmaryslg.org x122
Lisa Lawson Parish Secretary llawson@stmaryslg.org x110
Teri Shepherd Tucci Business Manager tstucci@stmaryslg.org x137 
 

School aDminiSTraTion
School Office: 408.354.3944      Fax: 408.395.9151
Jim Johnston Principal jjohnston@stmaryslg.org x119
Lynne Dickerson Vice Principal ldickerson@stmaryslg.org x161
Cecile Mantecon Vice Principal cmantecon@stmaryslg.org x148
Sheryl Becker Office Manager sbecker@stmaryslg.org x132
Kathy Rosendin Administrative Assistant krosendin@stmaryslg.org x118

maSS TimeS 
Daily: Mon - Sat 7:30 am       Saturday (Vigil): 5 pm        Sunday: 7:30, 9 & 11:15 am  and 5 pm

  Reconciliation: 3:30 pm on Saturdays      Rosary prayed after 7:30am daily mass

If it is an emergency and you need to reach a priest call 408.482.8021

The presiders’ schedule can be found on  our website at:
www.stmaryslg.org/mass_times

LIKE us on FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/stmary.losgatos

Follow us on Twitter for 
up to date information on 
events and activities at St. 
Mary Church & School @
smiclg

Dec. 13    School Advent Program “One Love”, 6:30 - 8:30pm 
Dec. 19    Christmas Break begins! 
Dec. 19 to Jan. 2 School office is closed 

upcoming scHool events

stmaryslg.org/donate

Did you see
our St. Mary School 

1st graders as
“Angels in the Outfield”

and Fr. Rick driving
the Randall family 

in his Jeep
in the  Los Gatos 
Christmas Parade

last weekend?


